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Grant rne an old rnan's ftenzf,
Myself rnust I rernake
Till I arn Tirnon and Lear
Or that STilliarn Blake
Who beat upon the wall
Till truth obeyed his call.

Frorn An Acre of Grass'" 
nfl B. Yeats
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THESKUNK
Seamus Heaney

Up, black, striped and damasked like the chasuble
At a funeral mass, the skunk's tail
Paraded the skunk. Night after night
I expeceted her like a visitor.

The refrigerator whinnied into silence.

My desk light softened beyond the verandah.
Small oranges loomed in the orange tree.

I began to be tense as a voyeur.

After eleven years I was composing
Love-letters agatn, broaching the word 'wife'
Like a stored cash, as if its slender vowel
Had mutated into the night earth and au

Of Californua. The beautiful, useless

Tang of eucalyptus spelt your absence.

The aftermath of a mouthful of wine
\Was like inhaling you off a cold pillow.

And there she was, the intent and glamorous,
Ordin ary, mysterious skunk,
Mythologiz€d, demytholog tzed,
Snuffing the boards five feet beyond rne.

It all came back to me last night, stirred
By the sootfall of your things at bedrime,
Your head-down, tail-up hunt rn a bottom drawer
For the black plunge-line nightdress.
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THE I.AKE ISLE OF INNISFREE

William Butler yeats,

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,
And a small cabin build there, of cla y and, wattles made:
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee,
And live alone in the bee-loud glade.

And I shall have ,o...-peace there, for pe acecornes dropping sloq
Droppitg from the veils of the morning to where the .ri.t .isings;
There rnidnight's all a gt*nrner, and noon a purpt. glo*,
And evening full of the linnet's wings.

I will arise and go now, for always night and d^y
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;
sThile I stand on the roadway, or on pavernents grey,
I hear it in the deep heart's core.
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DIGGING

Seamus HeaneY

Between my finger and my thumb

The squat pen rests; snug as gun

Under my window, a clean raspitg sound
\When the spade sinks into gravelly ground:

My father, digsng. I look down

Till his strainitg rump among the flowerbeds

Bends low, comes up twenty years away

Stooping in rhythm through po tato drills 
:

Where he was digstg.

The coafse boot nestled in the lug, the shaft

Against the inside knee was levered firrnly.

He rooted out tall tops, buried the bright edge deep

To scatter new potatoes that we picked

Loving their cool hardness in our hands.

By God, the old man could handle 
^spade.

Just like his old man.

My grandfather cut more turf in a day

Than any other man on Toner's bog.

Once I carried him milk rn a bottle

Corked sloppily with paper. He straightened up

To drink it, then fell to right away



I

Nickirg at slicirg neartly, heaving sodsI

:

over his shoulder, going down and down
I

i For the good rurf. Diggtrg
f rf'rl^^ ^-l I ll t' t r ri The cold smell of potato mould, the squelch and slap

of soggy pear, rrr.'*;;r;; ur, .ag.
Through living roots awaken in my head.
But I've no spade to follow rnen like thern.

Between my finger and my thumb
The squat pen rests.

I'll dig with it.
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THEFORGE

I'',

'\ll I know is a door into the dark.
c)utsid., old axles and iron hoops rusting;
Inside, the hammered anvil's short-pitched ring,
The Lrnpredictable fantarl of sparks 

v

or hiss when anew shoe toughens in water.
The anvil must be somewhere in the centre,
Horned as a unicorn, at one end square,
Set there immoveable: an altat
v7here he expends himself in shape and music.
Somerimes. leather-aproned, hairs in his nose,
He leans out on the jamb, recalls a clatter
of hoofs where traffic is flashing in rows:
Then grunts and goes in, with a slarn and a flick
To beat rcal iron out, to work the bellows.
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THE CHIMNEY.SWEEPER

Wiltiam Blake

When rny mother died I was very young,
And my father sold me while ye;;y tongue
Could scarcely cry "Weep! weep! weep! iveep!"
So your chimneys I sweep, and i, ,ooi t ,t..i.
There's litde Tom Dacre, who cried when his head,
That cuded like a lambs back, was shaved, so I said,
"Hush, Tom! never mind it, fot,when yo,r, head,s bare,
You know that the soot cannot spoil your white hair.,,

And so he was quiet, and, that veqf night,
As Tom was a-sleeping, he had such a- sightl
That thousands of^r*I.p.rr, Dick, Jo., Ned, and Jack,
Were all of them locked up in coffins of black;

1"1 by came an Angel, who had a bright key,
And he opened the coffins, and ser them all dee;
Then down a green plain, leapirg, laughing they run,
And wash in a river and shine in the sirr.
Then naked and white, oil their bags left behind,
They rise upon clouds, and sport in the wind.
And the Angel told Tom, if hed be a good boy,
He'd have God for his father, and,r..rJ, want j'ov

And so Tom auroke; andwe rose in the dark
And gor wirh our bags and our b;;r;;, to work.

Jtrgtlsh the mornirg was cold, Torn was huppy and warrn;
So, if all do their dury th.y need not fex harrn.
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Oh what can ail thee, knightat arms,

Alone and palely loitering? 
:

The sedge has wither'd from the lake,

And no birds sing.

Oh what c nail thee, knigh t atarms
So haggard and so woe-begone?

The squirrel's granary is full,
And the harvest's done.

I see a lily on thy brow,
\)fith anguish moist and fever - dew,

And on thy cheeks a fading rose

Fast withereth too:

I met a Iady in the meads,

Full beautiful-a faery's child,
FIer hair was long, her foot was light,

And her eyes were wild.

I mad e 
^ 

garland for her head,
And bracelets too, and fuagrant zone;

She look'd at me as she did love,
,\nd made sweet rnoan.

I set her on my pacing steed,

And nothing else saw all, day long,
For sidelong would she bend, and sing

A faery's song.

LA BELLE DAIVIE SANS MERCI

John Keats
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She found me roots of relish sweet,

And honey wild, and manna dew,

An sure in lanpage strange she said- ,
"I lovgthee true."

She took me to her elfin grot,
And There she wept and slgh'd fulI sore,

And there I shut het wild wild eyes

With kisses four.

And there she lulled me asleep,

And there I dream'd-Ah! woe betidel

The latest dream I ever dreamt
On the cold hill side.

I saw pale kings and princes too,
Pale warriors, death-pale were th.y all;

They cried-"La Belle Dame sans Merci
Hath thee in thrall!"

I saw their starved lips in the gloam,
With horried warning gaped wide,

And I awoke and found me here,

On the cold hill's side.

And this is way I sojourn here,

Alone and palely loitering,
Though the sedge is wither'd from the lake,

And no birds sing.
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HARLEM

$7hat happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up
Like raisin in the sun?

Or fester like ar sore

And then run?

Does it stink like roften meat?

Or crust and sugar over

Like a. syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags

Iike a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

Langston Hughes



qfrq(tn c{Brr ffi{H
R'FRF< qr< K"?s sntQTK 6{fr
6{ Kq{sEt \'Rl-Cr qKR {C{
qrcSfg.Ft"fw ffi?FIaTq-{

6 "tur TIeFt qrq cr[eRlTI ?

n En w<?r6t<r &eN {fi< eq qot

fi}r Eq< qr< E-{?
q$crg_r {rrNe@r

'I{{ 6TMI q{
<TcsfrrK'r qQrbt ffiq*t

Tq e ro(EilREq

q{qm c ft<eFilr "t{



{n s rq(?ilREq

q?s c{R ftsr
FDfiF<qr< eoRrFI?
c{ Tt<t q(< el-6F

A,

TITF t5 <It?

Cq "tut nsE< qr< C?ilEARI

cryEFR<t-ffi cu-fu{

frbr {qK eorre

6{ CflqT Fq. qT{ <l-Gt

qrqqErc 
"rR 

eKFt

otEfl<t et<l

o+'tF
fiRRFfrTRI?

q{-{fn s \tr{s< YEfl
,f
L



32

THETIGER

William Blake

Tiget, tiger, burnirg bright
In the forests of the night,
\X/hat immo nal hand or eye

Could frame thy fearful symmetry?

In what dist antdeeps or skies
Burnt the fire of thine eyes?

On what wings darche aspire?
\)Vhat the hand darc seize the fire?

And what shoulder and what art
Could trnrist the sinews of thy heart?
And when thy heart began to beat,
What dread'hand and what dread feet?

What the hammer? what the chain?
In what furnace was thy brain?
What the anvil? What dead grasp
Dare its deadly terrors clasp?

\)7hen the stars threw down their spears,
And water'd heaven with their tears,
Did He smile His work to see?

Did He who made the lamb make thee?

Tiger, tiger, burnirg bright
In the forests of the night,
What immo rtal hand or eye

Darc frame th;r feafiul symmetry?
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THE LITTLE BLACKBOY

N{}- mother bore me in the southern wild,
And I arn black, but O, rny soul is white!
White as 

^rL ^ngel 
is the English child,

But I am black, as if bereav'd of light.

NIy mother mught me underneath a tree,
And, sitting down before the heat of day,
She took me on her lap and kissed ffie,
And, pointing to the east began to say:

'Look on the rising sun: there God does live,
And gives His light, and gives His heat away.
And flowers and trees and beasts and men receive
Comfort in mornirg, joy in the noonday.

And we are put on earth a little space,
That we m^y learn to bear the beams of love,
And these black bodies and this sunburnt face
Are but a cloud, and like a shady grove.

'For when our souls have Learn'd the heat to bear
The cloud witl vanish we shall hear his voice,
Saying", Come out from the grove, flr love and c te,
And round my golden tent like lambs rejoice."

Thus did my mother say, and kissed me,
And thus I say to litde English boy.
When I from black and he from white cloud free,
And round the tent of God like lambs we joy,

I'll shade him from the heat till he canbear
To lean in joy upon our fathers knee;
And then I'll stand and stroke his silver h?o,
And be like him, and he will then love me.
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